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TIn 2018, the Scottish National Party’s Office at the Westminster

Foundation for Democracy initiated it’s Malawi Project which aims to

support Malawi’s Parliamentary Women’s Caucus, through a number of

key initiatives centered on visibility, capacity-building, research and

election observation. The SNP WFD Malawi Project also engages with a

variety of key stakeholders, including political leadership, to improve

the socio-political and legal environment for women’s active political

participation, and encourage the growth of inclusive political systems.

In June 2020, shortly after the 2020 Fresh Presidential Elections, The

SNP-WFD Malawi Project initiated a Media Monitoring exercise to

observe the framing, language, subjects that the media in Malawi uses

when reporting on women in politics, specifically female members of

Parliament. The findings of this study will help to inform whether

further support is needed to enhance and facilitate positive public

discourse towards female members of Parliament in Malawi.

D A T A  C O L L E C T I O N  M E T H O D O L O G Y

The conduct/misconduct of Female MPs while undertaking

ministerial, parliamentary/legislative duties.

The active participation of Female MPs in community and national

development initiatives.

The active participation of Female MPs in activities involving other

key state actors.

The electoral participation and political career of Female MPs (i.e.

elections, campaign, retention and succession)

The  Nation began distribution in 1993, and  sells approximately  

 12, 000 copies a day with a 1:12 pass on rate to individuals in

cities, townships and districts. The Nation Online website receives

100,000 visits per week.

The Daily Times began distribution in 1895, and sells

approximately 15,000 copies per day with a 1:7 pass on rate in

cities, townships and districts. The Times Online News Website

receives 170,000 visits per week.

346 articles were examined and analyzed with the aim of conducting a

media content analysis to identify policy frames and discourse

commonly used when reporting on Female MPs in Malawi. Articles

were selected based on publications that covered;

1.

2.

3.

4.

Two publication sources were chosen based on their credibility,

longevity in reporting on news in Malawi, and sell rate/pass on rate

ratio:



D A T A  &  S T A T I S T I C S

1.POLICY FRAMES AND SUBJECT NARRATIVES

2.  PERCENTAGE OF ARTICLES WITH A POLITICAL FRAME

13.9%

Campaigning and Political Party activities

A Political Party analysis by a 3rd party 

Candidacy in a by-election

Inter-party disputes and engagements

Public and Parliamentary scrutiny towards the

incumbent administration's campaign committments

13.9% of the articles that female MPs were featured in

were centered on political affairs, these included:
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Gender & Women's/Child Empowerment 

Health 

Education 

Environment and Climate Change 

Land Ownership and Housing 

Politics 

GBV 

Agriculture 

International Affairs 

Parliamentary Affairs 

Sport 

Rural Development and Governance 

Transportation and Road Infrastructure 

Finance 

COVID-19 

Economic Growth 

Other 

Female members of Parliament were featured in a variety of articles centered on a vast number of  key
policy frames and subject narratives. 'Parliamentary affairs' and 'COVID-19' were two of the main
frames that female MPs were featured in, due to the prominent leadership roles that Female MPs hold
in Parliament/Parliamentary Committees, and the Ministry of Health. Surprisingly, very few of the
articles that female MPs were featured in touched strongly on gender and women's empowerment.
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1.73%
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1.16%
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4.62%

4.05%

4.05%
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6.07%

%Percentage  of Articles
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Hon. Khumbize Chiponda 

Rt. Hon. Catherine Gotani Hara 

Hon. Nancy Tembo 

Hon. Abida Mia 

Hon. Gladys Ganda 

Hon. Joyce Chitsulo 

D A T A  &  S T A T I S T I C S

3. FEMALE MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT THAT WERE REPORTED ON MOST

No. of features in articles in The Nation and The Daily Times

61

58

49

33

27

27

Hon. Khumbize Chiponda (Minister of Health)

Rt. Hon. Catherine Gotani Hara (Speaker of Parliament)

Hon. Nancy Tembo (Minister of Environment and Natural Resources)

Hon. Abida Mia (Deputy Minister of Lands)

Hon. Gladys Ganda (Chair of Budget and Finance Committee)

Hon. Joyce Chitsulo (Chair of Public Appointments Committee)

The 6 Female MPs who appeared most frequently in the selected articles were:
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D A T A  &  S T A T I S T I C S

4. POSITIVE COVERAGE 

5. NEGATIVE COVERAGE:   

3.8%

65%
255 articles reported positively on Female MPs. These articles either; 1. Reported on Female MPs
competently fulfilling their ministerial or parliamentary duties and responsibilities accordingly, 2.
Reported on Female MPs bringing attention to key national issues, and 3. Reported on Female MPs
launching or implementing key national development initiatives. A significant number of articles
showcased Female MPs bringing awareness to climate change, COVID 19, child marriages and
pregnancies, among other key national issues. In other areas of positive media coverage, Female MPs
were seen to take an active role to control the spread of COVID 19, while engaging with communities to
respond to the societal shocks of the pandemic. For example, in an article published by The Nation in
August 2020, Hon. Khumbize Chiponda was quoted as saying 'We have to make them understand why we
are stressing the wearing of masks. There is a disease there. Covid-19 is killing people and everybody should
value and protect their life'. Female MPs were also reported to have taken an active role in encouraging
Traditional Leaders to remain apolitical and focus on development. For example, in an article published
by The Nation in March 2021, Hon. Halima Daud (Deputy Minister of Local Government and Rural
Development) was quoted as saying “Chiefs should ensure that there is smooth implementation of public
projects in their areas. Second, chiefs are the custodians of culture and should strive to unite people.”

13 articles reported negatively on female MPs. These articles either; 1. Questioned the leadership and 
 competency of a Female MP, or 2. Brought attention to incidences where Female MPs exhibited an
abuse of power or mismanaged their duties. In an article published by The Nation in February 2021
titled 'MPs want Health Minister fired', 2 members of Parliament were said to have called for the 
 resignation of the Health Minister Hon. Khumbize Chiponda, over the mismanagement of COVID
response funds. In an equally jarring article published by The Nation that same month, titled 'Chakwera
takes gloves off'- where the President relieved top brass from their positions due to their
mismanagement of the pandemic, experts featured in the article claimed that Hon. Khumbize Chiponda
only remained in her position for the sake of maintaining 'stability'. Other female MPs have had 
 incidences of their abuse of power brought to the public through the Media. For example, an article
published by The Daily Times titled 'Committee bars MP over bribery claim' reads; 'Francesca Masamba
has been barred from participating in the committee's activities over allegations that she demanded a K2milion
bribe from Michael Chuisiwa..to be given the position of Director of the Office of Public Officers Declarations'.
In November, the same publication source reported on her subsequent arrest by the Anti-Corruption
Bureau. 
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D A T A  &  S T A T I S T I C S

7. VISIBILITY FOR THE PARLIAMENTARY WOMEN'S CAUCUS
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8. LEGISLATION

Termination of Pregnancy Bill
45.5%

Electoral Reform Bill
18.2%

Federal System
9.1%

Internet Data Expiry
9.1%

Coronavirus Legislation
9.1%

Duty Delivered Unpaid (DDU)
9.1%

Female MPs were reported on commenting most on the contentious Termination of Pregnancy Bill,
where the majority of Caucus members publicly voiced their opposition to the abortion bill, sharing
reasons which stemmed from personal moral views, to constituency obligations. In an article published by
The Nation in September 2020 titled 'Female MPs vow to fight Abortion Bill',  several Female MPs voice
their concerns towards the bill,  with one Female MP quoted as saying “So long as the Bill is to do with
abortion, it is a straight ‘No’ vote for me,” while another is quoted as saying "Besides, Chiefs in my constituency
are also against termination of pregnancy. So as their representative, I cannot go against their wishes"

The Parliamentary Women's Caucus was mentioned in a total of 3 out of the 346 articles that were
examined.  Out of the 3, only one article features a reference to the Women's Caucus as a grouping, while
the other two, mention the Caucus while reporting on a statement being delivered by the Caucus Chair.

3

346



D A T A  &  S T A T I S T I C S

5.PERCENTAGE OF ARTICLES THAT FEATURED DIRECT QUOTES FROM FEMALE MPS

Direct Quotes or
Statements

59.3%

No Direct Quotes 
40.7%

207 articles included direct quotes or statements from Female MPs. In a number of these articles,
Female MPs used the media to call for increased mobilization to tackle climate change, while others
cautioned the public on COVID 19, and encouraged vaccine up-take. In other instances, Female MPs
clarified and provided more information on national matters that they are duly responsible to oversee.
Therefore, in most of the articles, Female MPs were not seen to be taking on a passive role, but rather
driving the narrative of their responsibilities or initiatives.
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6.PUBLICATION SOURCE: % OF ARTICLES ON FEMALE MPS

Nation Publications Ltd
76.9%

The Daily Times
23.1%

Of the 346 articles, 266 were published by Nation Publications Ltd., and 80 were published by The Daily
Times, between June 2020 - June 2021



O V E R A L L  A N A L Y S I S

C O N C L U S I O N

Coverage: Positive coverage outweighing the negative coverage is promising, in view of the fact that
the elected officials have been in their positions for over a period of 26months. However, the
significance of the negative stories threatens to overshadow the positive coverage. 

Gender: It is encouraging to note that Female Members of Parliament are not being relegated to
address issues that are often seen as 'soft', but are at the fore in tackling the nations 'hard issues' such
as budget and finance, environment, land ownership, among others. However, it is worrying to note
that there are comparatively fewer publications that feature female MPs tackling gender-related
issues. 

What about the others?: 

38 Female MPs appeared in at least one of the 346 articles examined between June 2020-July 2020.
Those who were featured were often engaging in official ministerial activities, presiding over
parliamentary duties, or providing commentary on national affairs. This might encourage us to
reflect on how best to bring members who do not have official ministerial or parliamentary
leadership roles, to the fore. 
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Understanding that Female MPs regularly engage on matters concerning gender-related issues,
and noting that those particular activities appear to be under-reported in the national news, it is
necessary to encourage Female MPs to engage with journalists when they are partaking in
gender-related initiatives. Steering the Media and journalists to Female MPs whose active work
is not being reported, should also be considered. 

Noting that the Parliamentary Women's Caucus is rarely featured in the national news, it might
be worthwhile to encourage the Caucus Clerks to notify the Media when the Caucus is engaging
in Parliamentary or community-mobilization activities, to ensure that the Media reports on the
important contributions that the Caucus makes towards Malawi's development 

Conducting routine Media Monitoring exercises will not only help to inform whether further
support on enhancing positive public discourse towards Female MPs is needed, but will also help
to determine what other forms of capacity-building support should be provided, in order to
enable Female MPs to conduct their duties and responsibilities effectively. 

Women's active political participation and leadership roles in Malawi have not gone unnoticed by
the Media.  Between June 2020 - June 2021, Female MPs have featured prominently in the national
news, with their ministerial and legislative duties and activities being regularly reported, and
ultimately garnering widespread attention. However, more can be done to enhance the visibility of
Female MPs/Parliamentary Women's Caucus, and their role in promoting the gender agenda :


